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Duty and Intereſt United in Prayer and Praiſe 
FOR 
The King, and all that arc in Authority. 


FROM 
x: Tim. II. 1, 2. 


I exhort therefore that firſt of all ſupplications, prayers, in- 
o—_— and giving of thanks, be made for all men - 
for Kings and all that are in Authority that we may 

lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſs and ho- 


neſty. 


HiE viſible Degeneracy of what we call Religion from 
its Original inthe Scripture, and its faireſt Copy inthe 
pureſt Primitive times, has filled the hearts of the more 

conlicering perſons with great ſadneſs : Could we view our faces 
in that Glaſs, we ſhould either corre& our deformities by it, or, 
as ſome are too ready to do, break the Glaſs, that it may not 
at once ſhew us, and upbraid us with them. 

For whether it be that aiery Speculations have eaten out the 
practice, or fiery contentions about matters of lower concern- 
ments, have ſtarved the Spirit of Zeal for the great and weighty 
things of Religion; or the deluge. of prophaneneſs which 
threatens to lay morality and godlinefs under water, be too 
ſtrong for us to ſtem the Current ; moſt certain it is, that the 
Chriſtian Religion has had its beauty ſo miſerably effaced, has 
been ſo wretchedly miſrepreſented, or ſo little repreſented to its 
advantage, that its open enemies have dared to triumph over it 3 
and its few cordial friends have found much difficulty and diſ- 
couragement to ſupport its credit. 

ongſt the many Inſtances of the decay of Religion in this 
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preſent Age, the great Neglect of praying to, and praiſing God 
for our Governors ſupreme and ſubordinate, has been one, which 
perhaps has render'd them lefs z2alous for, and poſlibly jealous of 
Chriſtianity, as that which has not very favourable aſpets upon 
the Perſons and Thrones of Princes ; or at leaft the Profeſſors of it 
have horribly contradicted their own avowed. Principles ; and 
that which they pretend to be the only Rule of their Faith, has 
but a ſlender influence upon their Conſciences. 

Now as I have 2 ciear Warrant from the Text, and as ſounc an 
Invitation from the gracious Providence of God that ſmiles vpon 
us, I will endeavour firſt to ſhew what it is we owe, and then to 
awaken the ſleepy Conſciences of men to pay what they owe, both 
- Prayer and Praiſe to God for Kings, and all that are in Au- 
thority- | 

The Text therefore gives us clear Dire&tion in three momen- 
trons points. 1. The Matter of our Duty ; or what we owe. 2, The 
Obje&ts of the duty, or to whom we owe it- 3. The Reaſons of our 
duty, why we ore it, (1.) If we heedfally attend to the fir of 
theſe; or what we owe : The Text has reduced them to thele four 
particulars. 

i, That we offer up to God applications, denver: earneſtly to 
wreſtle with the Almighty, that he would divert his anger, or 
whatever calamities, judgments, plagues, may be in the womb 
of that anger, from them : that his vigilant eye would diſcover, 
his powerful hand carn away and defeac all thoſe machinations 
which may be formed againſt their perſons and governments ; 
in a word, that he would ſecure them againſt thoſe evils to which 
their high ſtation, and the diſcharge of their weighty duties 
therein, may expoſe them. 

2. That we allo preſent Our prayers, Fronevy as, to God on their 
behalf; that he would fill them with all thoſe graces, wiſdom, 
counſel, underſtanding, courage, that may qualifie them for their 
arduous calling : that he would proſper and crown them with glo- 
rious ſacce(s in all cheir lawful and honourable undertakings. 

3, That farther we make interceſſions, wTw&us, for them, that 
God would not only bleſs them, but make them bleflings to their 
SubjeAs, and happy inſtruments to procure much good to 21l that 
come within the ſphere of their power and calling. 

4. We owe this further, that we return thanks, svxagrcias, to 
God for them : for a'l the good that they have done, or that was 
ia their hearts to do ; for all thoſe deliverances God has wrought 
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out for us by them 3; and for all that courage and condu which 
God has beſtow'd onthem to render them ſerviceable ; and for all 
that God has done for them in their preſervation. 

All this we owe; andare further iuſtrufted how we muſt pay it 
from the word Tu#2 : which will inſtruct us, 1, that we pet- 
form all this with the greateſt vigour of Soul, and application of 
Conſciznce. 2. That we do it conſtantly with gunwearied perſe- 
verance, The natare of the word implies the former, and ths 
form of the word the Jatter, 

( 2,) The 0hje# of our duty, is expreſt in theſe words, for all 
mens for Kings, and all that are ia authority : only be it obſerved, 
that tho we owe to our King prayer 21d praiſe, yet theſe duties, 
theſe debts muſt be paid to God; and we ſhall acquit our ſelves 
both as Chriſtians and gaod Subj-&s, when what we owe for 
them, we do not pay it to them, but ro God on their behalf. 

The'perſons to whem we owe ſupplication, prayer, interceſſi- 
on and thankſgiving, are here cither deſcrited in general or in 
ſpecial. 1+ In general, we owe it to All men: tap narrar arfga- 
wy : none ſo low but our prayers may help them; none ſo high 
but our prayers may ſerve them 5 ncne ſo good bur may need, 
none ſo bad but may claim a ſhare in our prayers. 

We are indeed taught ro diſtinguiſh berween the violent men 
of the world, as they are our enemies, and as they are the enemies 
of the Lord, and of his Chriſt ; under the former conſideration, let 
us pray that God would forgive them, convert them, reſtrain 
them z wherein if our charitable prayers reach not their hearts, 
they will return into our own boſoms: And for this we have 
precept from, and precedent in our Lord and Saviour, Precepr. 
Nat, F* 44: Love your enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, do good to them 
that hate you, pray for them that aeſpightfully uſe you and perſecute you. 
Precedent» Luke 2 3+ 34: Father forgive them, for they know not what 
they do. | 

But as they fall under the other diſmal chara&er, our prayers 
ought to be of another temper, that God would convert *em, 
there we would begin; but if they proceed as implacable 
enemies of Chriſt, we pray that he would defeat their counſels, 
infatuate them in all their contrivances, break their powers, diſ- 
appoint them in all their expeRations; and ſeeing we pray for no 
more than we know Chriſt will 4s, that he-would overthrow and 
confound them and all their miſchievous devices. 


But the Text enjoyns us not only to pray, but to give thanks bor 
als: 
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nll men , which ſeems very hard to fleſh and blood : We are zpr 


to think we behave our ſelves well towards all men, if we can bear 
their inſolences, forbear revenge, and reſt content under their 
provocations, and think it to be a ſtraining of the point too far to 
preſs us to give thanks for them: But indeed in ſome cafes we owe 
more to our enemies than to our friends, the one will conceal, the 
other divulge our failings ; and ſeeing our hearts are fo deceirfu}, 
and our friends ſo-partial, ler's give thanks ro God that we have 
enemies that will watch againſt, and learn from thence to watch 
over our ſelves. 

We are debtors to the poor and to the rich ; the pooreſt may 
lend us the ſubſidy of their prayers, of their holy examples; they 
may teach us meekneſs under hard treatments of men, patience 
under the hand of God; ſubmiſſion ro poverty z improvement 
of trials and afflitions 3 which are mercies of ſo great value, that 
we cannot expect any obligations equivalegt from the richeſt, 

2, But eſpecially we owe our /upplications, prayers, interceſſions 
and thankſgivings, for Kings ard all that are in authority under them, 

If ff were rightly underſtood, this duty would be the eaſieſt 
task that ever was impoſed upon us; for in praying for them, we 
pray for the Nation, and fo for our ſelves : the proſperity and 
ſucceſs of the King, is the profperiry of the whole Kingdom ; 
and as the Philoſopher curſt the man, whoever he was, that firſt 
divided bonnm, ntile & honeftum 5, that which is profitable, from that 
which is juſt and righteous: So may they be lookt upon as the com- 
mon Plagues of a Nation, who firſt divided the intereſt of the 
Prince from that of his People or firſt caught the People to (er 
up an intereſt diſtin and ſeparate from that of their Prince. 

(3.) The Reaſons which ſupport ſo weighty a daty are next to be 
attended to; and they are rwo. The firſt is drawn from our clear 
dnty, the ſecond from opr unqueſtionable intereff 3 and confider 
the cauſe we have to acknowledge the goodnefs of God, who has 
ſo ſtrongly united both cheſe, chat we can never fail in the former, 
but we muſt be falſe to the latter. 

1. The former Reaſon is drawn from the conſcience of the di- 
vine Command given forth by his Apoſtle, 7 exhort ; under the 
authority of which Prazcept the higheſt ſpiric muſt bow, the ſtub- 
borneſt This anſwers all obje&ons, filences all diſputes, 
ſatisfies all {cruples. This Text is not conftitative of a new duty, 
but declarative of an old obligation which from the beginning lay 
upon the Conſcience 3 this was not a daty now newly created, but 
newly 
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newly exemplified ; he does not now make a new bond, but ties it 
cloſer that Conſcience may feel its bonds z when Conſcience 
flumbers it muſt be awakened; and when a Notion is much worn 
off, it muſt be refreſht and touchr up again co the Original. 

2. The,other Reaſon is drawn from our own intereſt and ad- 
vantage, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all goalineſs and 
boneſty. Which Reaſon has two branches. 

1, Our civil intereſt will lie much in't ; that we may lead 4 quiet 
and peaceable life. *T is but a languiſhing dying comfort we can take 
in any thing we call ours, if we cannot poſſeſs it in Peace : Secu- 
rity is the ſweetneſs of Prepriety ; whatever be the furniture of our 
table, the ſawce of every morlel is peace and quietneſs- We look 
upon all our good things with a pitiful eye, when we think they 
may be ours but for this moment. The Sword of a foreign Enemy, 
the Rapine of ſome petty Tyrant may (weep away what we have 
im an hour. 

2+ Our Religiow intereſt is greatly concern'd in this duty, that 
we may lead alife in all godlineſs and honeſty. Reaſon then we have to 
pray, and give thanks for our Rulers, that we may, and do lead 
ſuch a life, in outward peace, with a freedom to worſhip our God 
according to his will reveal'd to us in his holy word. 

From the words thos open*d, many obſervations offer them- 
ſelves: I muſt content my ſelf, and I hope you, with this one 
Clear from the Text, and pertinent to the preſent occaſion. 

Doftrine. A religious and Loyal People can never want juſt cauſe to 
praiſe, and give thanks to God for their Kings and Governonrs, 

If they be bad, = we have reaſon to pray God would mend 
them, and to praiſe God too, that they are no worſe ? thatif they 
be not ſach as are eligible, yet that they are (uch as are tolerable. 
If they be good and gracious, then the caſe is plain 3 to pray he 
will confirm them 3 and to give thanks that we who have nei- 
_ merit, nor meetneſs for (0 great a favour, yet are bleſſed 
with 1t. 

If God ſhall exalt the Nation, we have cauſe enough to pray, 
that he would not caſt us down ; if he ſhall lay us low, to bleſs 
his name that we are laid no lower, 

If God (hall proſper our King with ſucceſs, we have reaſon till 
to fear and pray, that our turning thoſe ſucceſles into wantonnelf;, . 
may not provoke God to turn his hand againſt us 3 if he ſhall hum- 
ble us with adverſe providences, yer will there remain matter 
of thankſgiving that we are not conſumed. _ 
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We cannever be (o low but the everlaſting arms are under- 
-neath us 3 our enemies are never ſo high but the Almighty arm of 
God is above them. Let the (torms riſe and roar, and rage, our 
God fits above them. There's matcer of praiſe : if it be a dead 
calm, ſtill we have reaſon to pray, that ſtorms may not ſurprizz us. 

The Pialmit has drawn the circumſerence of offr rejoycing 
and our fears with great exactneſ(s, P/al. 2.11. Rejoyre with trem- 
bling. Never ſuch cauſe of rejojcing, but it ſuggeſts matrer of trem- 
bling ; never ſuch cauſe of fears, but it affords matter for hope, 
place for faith, and room for thankſgiving to God,that we are not 
ſunk in utter deſpair. 

The Apoſtle, 1 Cor. 7. 30. teaches us the due meaſure of ſor- 
row, To weep as thowe wept not z and the true bounds of rejoycing 
tO0, To rejoice as if we rejoiced nit 3 The former, becauſe God can 
wipe away.thoſe tears from our eyes: the latter, becauſehe canſ}allay 
our moſt profuſe rejoycing, and mingle our cap of conſolation 
with the waters of bitter aflition z when God exalts us, we are 
cautioned not to exalt our ſelves, but our God 53 when he abaſes 
us he would have uskeep our hearts low, but to life the eye of 
our faith on high. And this will be the true mean under the va- 
rious diſpenſations of providence , when God humbles us to be 
humbled, when he chaſtiſes us to be chaſtiſed, but not fink in 
deſpondency ; whea he lifts us up, then to be lifted in praiſes. 

The Apoſtle Fames, ch. 5. 15. inſtructs us, that Prazer is the 
proper duty for a day of affli9ion ; that praiſe is the ſuitable duty for 
proſperity 3 but yer (©, that prayer is never out of ſeaſon in our 
higheſt, nor praiſe improper in our loweſt condition. 

In the managing this obſervation, I will endeavour 1. Briefly 
co confirm it. 2- Then largely to apply it. 

I. For Confirmation, 

And for that I ſhall only offer three confideratious, 

1. Reaſon. The wiſe God has pur all things in this lower 
world in a ſtate of mixture; none {© evil, but has 2 mixture of 
good to allty the evil ; none ſo good, but has a mixture of evil to 
dilace the gooanefs of it. God oftentimes writes bitter things 
againſt a perſon , againſt a people, but withal ſends ſome 
Mercy to (weeten it 3 at other times he indalges us pleaſant mor- 
ſels, but withal provides a mixtare of croſlzs, that we may not 
ſurfeit upon the luſcious Mercies. 

And as the goodis diſtinguithe from the evil, tho nat ſeparated; 
ſo the evil is mingled with che good, bur not confuſed 3 good ; 
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'Bood (tall, tho it receives a tincture of evil ; and evil is evil fti!, 
tho it receives a daſh of goodneſs. Now as mercy and judgment, 
ſorrow and joy, are as ic were blended together into one maſs, 
fo will our praiſes and prayers have their proper employments in 
both. If God ſets the good agaiiſt the evil, Eceleſe 7. 14, there's 
matter for prayer t!'at God would tun the evil unto good, Gen,F0O. 
20. and matter for praiſe too, that God tas promiſed it ſhall work 
for good, Rom. 8. 28, And firſt let us for the clearing of this point 
look back into former ages, eſpecially into the 7ewiſh are. 

2 Chron. IF. 16, 17, we read that A/a removed his Mother from 
being Queen, becauſe ſhe had made an Idol in a Grove» To depole an 
Idolatreſs was then it ſeems one good ſtep towards a happy Re- 
formation; And Aſa cut down her Idol, and Ftampt it and burnt it, by 
the brook Kidron”» What rejoycing was there in F«dah that the 

work of Reformation went on fo pleaſantly > Whar cauſe of 
thankſgiving to God, that he had inſpired the King with ſuch a 
zeal for the true worthip of God againſt Idolarry ? But yet 16. 17. 
The high places were not taken away out of Iſrael. T here's matter of 
lamentation, thar the work advanc'd no further ; and of prayer 
roo, that God would raiſe ſuch a ſpirit as might pluck them down 
alſo ; Nevertheleſs the heart of Aſa was perfeft all his days. The moſt 
perfect heart of the moſt zealous Prince cannot always gothrough 
to a perfe&t Reformation. But do we not read, chat this good 
King A/a, Ch. 14. v. 5. Took away out of all the Cities of Tudah, the 
high places and the images, 'Truz ! out of ?udah, but not out of 
1/-acl ! Where lay the reaſon of the Difference ? In 7#4ab he had 
an hxreditary right, had better hold on the ſpirics of the people z 
there was a ſweet harmony between the King and the People, 
there he might venture farther in Reformation. In 7/ae! he had 
but an acquired right by Conqueſt 3 the People were averſe to a 
through Reformation, there he muſt uſe caution and prudence : 
However the Idols were broken down,there's matter of rejoycing 
and praiſe; the high places are not removed, there's matter of 
ſorrow and prayer. 

Sometimes the King may be inclin'd to reform, and a reftliff 
People may hinder ; there give thanks ro God for a well inclined 
King, and pray that he would cure the Peoples bigotry : Some+ 
times a King may incline to Idolatry, and the People adhere to 
the true Religion ; give thanks for a fixed people, and pray for 
an averſe Prince. 

Secondly, Let us but look into = own hearts, and there = 
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ſhall find too great a mixture; . there we (hall meet with grace 
and nature, heaven and earth.fleſh and ſpirit in continual combar, 
Gal. 5. 17, The fleſh Iuſteth againſt the ſpirit, and the ſpirit againſt the 
fleſh, and theſe are contrary the one to the other, ſo that ye cannot do the 
things that ye would, The Alc(h has its intereſt, motions, and 
a&tings; the ſpirit oppoſes it, it cannot do the evil it would : the 
ſpitit breathes, moves, works towards God ; the fl:(h oppoſes it, 
ſo that it cannot do the good it would. The Law of the mind com- 
mands the ſerving, glorifying of God; the Law of the member: re- 
bels and wars againſt it; the law of the members leads to bon- 
dage under (in, the law of the mind reſiſts it. What reaſon of 
ſtrong cries and prayers, that we may be delivered from this bedy of 
4ath, Rom. 7. 24- What cauſe of thankſgiving, that Chriſt gives 
» the viftory, that with our minds we ſerve the law of God, v. 20, 

Ina word,we are furniſht with matter of thankſgiving that we* 
are on this fide Hell, and yet have mighty reaſons for prayer too 
becauſe we are on this (ide Heaven. 

Thirdly, Let's view our caſe at home, we ſhall find a mixture 
thereof good and evil, affording us matter of ſorrow and joy, 
and hence of prayer and praiſe. God has given our King ſome 
good ſucceſs abroad, let us give thanks for that z but our victo- 
ries are purchaſed with the lives, the blood of many of our fellow 
Subjects, there's matter of mourning to cool the joy of our ſuc- 
ceſſes; and till for further prayer, that the iſſue of this bloody 
war may be a happy, juſt and honourable peace : We have large 
matter of chank(ſgiving, that God by our King has given a check 
ro the Arms of that Monarch who had (wallow'd up ſo many 
Countries,and threatned the reſt ; but ſtill cauſe of fervent prayer, 
that God would yet ule his Majeſty as an inſtrument, in the hand 
of his wiſe and gracious Counſels, to reduce the man of the earth 
to reaſon, that he may no more triumph. 

Again, we have abundant reaſon to give thanks for our King, 
that under his auſpicious Reign we may be as holy as we will; 
yet have we reaſons for further prayer, that men may not be as 
wicked as they will, and as their own naughty hearts, and the 
Tempter would prompt them to be. 

Such then being the poſture of all humane affairs, there is a dark 
and bright ſide of the ſame cloud ; they are checquer'd with black 
and whire throughout, that as they adminiſter matter of joy and 
forrow, trouble and comfort, and nothing is ſincere and without 
mixture, ſo they beſpeak of us both prayer and praiſe, : 
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In Hell, the wrath of God is poured out without mixture, 
Rev. 14. 10. without mixture either of mercy from God, or hope 
in them.In Heaven, the love of God is given out without mixture, 
either of anger in God,or ſear in the bleſſed 3 but we in this mid- 
dle ſtate have our hopes and fears, our tears and rejoycings, which 
call for praiſe in our moſt depreſſed, and prayer in our moit ex- 
alted condition. 

Il. Reaſon» Ts drawn from the natural and neceflary connexion 
between theſe two duties, of Prayer and Thankſgiving : they are 
twins of the ſame womb, they are born, they breathe, they ſmile 
or weep, live or die togetker. 

The renewed natute, the new heart is but one, the actings 
which proceed from thence are various ; the branches are many, 
they are all one in the root 3 the ſtreams various, the ſpring bur 
one: As the Capillary Arteries are innumerable in the extreme 
parts, yet are all one in the heart; as the lines which reach the 
circumference are numerous, yet all meet in the centerz fo are 
the actings of grace various and multiform, as they are diverſified 
by various objects, as drawn out by different occaſions, yet thev 
agree, and are uniform in the habit. Prayer and praiſe are exerted 
upon various reaſons, but it's the ſame holy nature which ſupplies 
and furniſhes out theſe holy operations. 

Phil. 4. 6. In every thing by prayer and ſupplication with thanksgiving, 
let your requeſts be made known to God. 

The ſame ſpirit that enables us to pray, aſſifts us alſo to praiſe 
our God 3 the anſivers of Prayer immediately engage the ſoul to 
return our humble thanks, that he has heard the voice of our 
ſapplications : Thoſe very praiſes ſuggeſt matter of prayer again, 
that he would graciouſly pardon the defects of our prayer, and 
overlook the errors of our praiſes, and yet ſtill to bleſs his Name 
that notwichſtanding theſe failures or excefles, he hath regarded 
with acceptation borh our prayers and prailes. 

Would we reſerve and adjourn all our thankſgivings for hea- 
ven? why, here's abundant matter to fi'] up, and furniſh out 
praiſes on this fide the throne! or do we reſerve our Prayers for 
the extremity of diſtreſſes 2 there's occaſicn for them in the 
height of our triumphs. 

The Rzte of glory excludes prayers: becauſe the Spirits of juſt 
men made perfe& are put into the aRual poſſeſſion of whatever 
they could want, or can pofhbly defire, without fear of Joling it: 
The fate of eternal wrath I prayer to0, becaule there's 
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(12) 
no hope left in that bottom of deſpair to kindle a ſpark of deſire 
to meliorate that evil condition: But our preſent ſtate admits 
both hope, and defire, and fear too 3 now whiles we can hope 
for promiſed good, or have reaſon to fear in pending evil, we 
have proper occaſion for prayer; and while we can pray, we 
have juſt cauſe of praiſe, that God is not out of the reach of our 
Prayer, nor we out of the reach of his Mercy. Pal. 66, 19, 20. 
Verily God hath heard me ;, he hath attended to the woice of my ſupplicati= 
on; Bleſſed be God, which hath nt turned away my prayer, (from him) 
nor his mercy from me. 

Let us once mote conſult the Apoſtle; x The. 5. 16, 17, 18. 
Rejoice evermore : Pray without ceaſing» In every thing give thanks. At 
firſt view we may imagine the Apoſtle puts us upon either im- 
poſſible or impracticable, or contradictory ſervices ; Rejoice ever- 
more ! As if we had no cauſe of ſorrow, nor any thing further to 
ask; and yet Pray without ceaſing ! as if we had no place for, or 
cauſe of thankſgiving : Pray, as if you had nothing; and yet 
Praiſe, as if you poſſeſſed all things: And in every thing give thanks. 
If the caſe be good, bleſs God direftly and formally, if evil, yet 
bleſs him that it's no worſe. 

The attributes of God appear to us, ard we conceive of them 
that they really are various; and accordingly, we engage our ſouls 
in a various con(tderation of them, and a different demeanour of 
ſoul rowards them. We conceive of him as good, and therefore 
love him ; as faithful and true, and therefore believe him, and in 
him, truſt to him, and depend upon him 3 as bountiful and rich 
in mercy towards us, and therefore return our thanks unto him : 
And yet theſe attributes are but one in God, or rather they are 
that oneGod. Thus the graces which a Believer does act and 
exerciſe are diſtinguiſht, tho not divided; he ſoul loves, fears, 
and believes, and yet 'tis but one ſou], one new creature that puts 
forth theſe various operations. 

If we bringall this to the preſent ſubje& of which we treat, 
and the ſolemn occafhon on which we meet, it will ſtand thus. 

We are here as a people, and I hope really a people that would 
* recognize the divine favours to our King, to us all in him; yet 
prayer muſt not be excluded from the preſent ſervice: that God 
would never be weary of doing good to him, or to us in him 3 
that God would finiſh the work that he has begun, and ſtrengthen 
the King to finiſh the work which he has begun z Thus to bleſs 
our God for the ground we get; and as we gain to pray that we 
may 


(13) 
may get more, till this troub!eſome War ſhall terminatein a Tap- 
py Peace; that ſo Peace being ſettled abroad, we may lead a 
quiet and peaceable life at home, in all godlinefs and honeſty. 

HI Reaſon, The Truth may be confirmed from the viciflicuces 
and alternations of the divine providence; which, as it « ere, Ce- 
lighting to ſport it ſelf with huinaae afftirs, creates thoſe petpe- 
tual changes in them, vhich will employ our praiſes as well as 
Our prayers. 

What we ſee in the ſuccefiions of night and day, whit we feel 
of changes in our vile and frail bocies. as to heaith and fickneſs, 
that may we expect in the great political Bodieg and the affairs of 
Empires. f 

The Pſalmiſt has made 2 Record of it, P/al. 102, 10. Then haſt 
lifted me up, ( there's matter of thankſgiving) and thou haſt ca} me 
down. (There's matter of debaſement and prayer.) 

That which we are to keep in our eye when God ex2lts ns, is 
2 holy fear, leſt we exalting our ſelves, God (hould throw us 
down; and that which we ſhould keep upon our hearts when 
God abaſes us, is, that we abafing our ſelves, God may be in- 
treated ro lift us up 

A deplorable inſtance of the impotency of humane nature, to 
bear any thing with a de temper and moderation, is that of Vzz;> 
ah, 2 Chron. 26. 15. He was marvellouſly helped until he was ſtrong : 
But when he was ſtrong, his heart was lifted up to hus deſtruftion Yo 
difficult it is to maintain the equipoiſe,and not to ree! and ſtagger 
from one extreme to another : A little air (wells a bubble, and a 
little more breaks it. 

And this David found, Pſal. 30. 6. In my proſperity / "id, 1 ſhalt 
never be moved, thou Lord by thy favotr haſt made my monntari; '» ſtand 
ftrong, Wherein vie may obſerve, 1, His confidence, tt::+ his 
mountain ſhould rever be moved, or however not removed, 
2+ That this confidence ſeems to be well founded, upon the fa- 
vour of God, wherein then lay the evil of his confidence ? That 
he did not duly contider the inſtability of all things, bur preſumed 
that his ſtate was unmovable. 3. Thar God, ro humble his con- 
fidence, hides his face, and then his confidence is ſhaken. 

But thus do the affairs of Kingdoms and Commonwealths run 
ina circle ; proſperity awakens pride, pride provokes God to 
forſake us, and a people forſaken are upon the brink of deſtruRi- 
ON : Let therefore him that ſtanas take heed leſt he fall; and let him that 


falls, repent and pray that God would raiſe him up. 


4. - 28 
Tt was a deep ſenſe of the perpetual rotations of Providence 
that moved that great Saxon King, whenever God ſmiled vpon 
his Arms with Victory, to prepare for adverſe events; and when- 


ever he loſt the day, to encourage and ſtrengthen bimſelf with 
the hopes of better ſucceſs. 


$i modo vittor erat, ad craſtina bella timebat : 
Si modo vittus erat, ad craftina bella parabat. 


All this leads to our Daty : God has favoui?d us with good ſuc- 
ceſs this Campaign, praiſe his Name, but preſume not; he can 
ſend us a rebuke in a moment: If ſo, be not dejected, but pray, 
for he has in infinite wiſdom attempered all affairs, that prayer and 
praiſe ſhall have their turns, as proſperity and adverfity walk their 
rounds; till prayer be ſwallowed up of eternal praiſes to them 
that fear the Lord, and the preſumpruous hopes of impenitent 
fnners be drowned in eternal deſpair. 

Having now briefly confirmed the truth as was promiſed, I 
muſt more largely improve it, in 

IL. The Application. 

We have heard, that a Religious People can never want juſt 
reaſons to pray to, and praiſe God for Kings and all that are in 
Authority. Hearken rhen to the Apoſtles Exhortation : He ex- 
horts, and *tis in the Name of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt that he does 
ſo ; he exhorts, that this be done firſt of all, that it may havea 
precedency of all our little private intereſts; and that we poſtpone 
not fo important a duty to the adjuſting of leſſer matters, 

Would we give our ſelves leave and leiſure to think, what a (ad 
generation of Emperors they were, for whom the Apoſtle enjoyns 
the Primitive Chriſtians ro pray and give thanks; it would ſhame 
our conſciences aud make us bluſh, that they could pray berrer, 
and praiſe God more, for a Tiberizs, a Clandings, a Caligula, a Nero, 
than we ſor a Prince {© tender of his Subje&s, ſo far from the 
ſanguinary ſpirit of perſecation, which filled all the veins, and the 
whole m2{6 of blood of thofe Plagues of the World, thoſe Mon- 
ers of Men, the Roman Emperors 3 ſuch, as 'tis a wonder the 
earth could bear, or the patience of God endure ſuch Wretches to 
tyrannize over {o va{t numbers of rationa! creatures, as the Empire 
did contain : I can look upon them under no other notion, than 
the Miniſters of divine wrath to plague a generation of men, who 
h:d got only ſhut, but put out their eyes, that neither natural nc x 
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goſpel light might ſhine into them ; for ſuch as theſe, better men 
| had been much too good ; and much worſe, if poſtible, not too 
bad to avenge the affronted Deity upon their Immoralities. Bar 
yet as to the Chriſtians, who were converted out of them, and 
dwelt among them, and were a part of them, they were not fo 
bad, but faith could pick up ſomeching for which to bleſs God ; 
and the worſe they were, the more need ſtill to ply the throne 
with humble prayer either to make them better, or to keep them 
from being worſe. 

I would be underſtood to ſpeak this of thoſe that were Heathens. 
For if any in after times (hould be found profeſiing the Chriſtian 
Religion, and wearing the Hz-athen, or pzrh1p3 the Atheiſt un- 
der that diſguiſe ; if when a flattering juncture ſhould rempt him, 
he (hould throw off the vizir4, and 2ppear an Apoſtate, a mwp2z- 
71s, the greateſt indication of che unpardonable fin; the Apoſtlz 
would not, durſt not (ay, that they thould pray for ſuch a one, 
1 Foh. 5.16. 

AnJ we havegood aſſurance, that a Nazianzeze would not 
pray for a 7alian, unlels it were to confound him. 

Tertullias, who liv'd under a ſet of Emperors of a fairer cha- 
racer, has given us a Glaſs in which we may ſee the true face, 
and natural complexion of the Chriſtian Religion ia his days, as 
to their behaviour towards their Emperors. 

Illuc ſuſpicientes Chriſtiani, manibus expanſis, quia innocui ; nudato 
capite, quia non erubeſcimus 3, ſine Monitore, quia ae peftore , Orammus 
pro omnibus Imperatoribus, Vitam illis prolixam, Imperium ſecurum, Do- 
mum tutam, Exercitis fortes, Senatum fidelem, Popmlurms probum, Or- 
bem quietum, & quecungq, homints & Ceſaris vota ſunt» * 

We Chriſtians (fays he) lifting up our eyes to Heaven, with 
our hands ſtretcht out, to (hew that we are innocent 3 with our 
heads uncovered, to ſhew we are not aſhamed 3 and withour a 
Moniror becauſe we pray from our very heart, do beſeech God 
for all Emperors, that he would grant them a long life, a ſecure 
government, a ſafe houſe, valiant armies, a faithful Senate, a 
reformed people, a quiet world, and whatever elſe either as men, 
or Emperors they can pray for themſelves. 

Compare now the matter of right, whom the Apoſtle com- 
mands the Primitive Chriſtians to pray for; and the matter of 
fat, whom the Primitive Chriſtians did pray for, and we (hall 
be convinced, that the beſt will need our Prayers, and the worg 
may challenge our Thankſgivings to God, that he has kept his 
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poor Church alive, 2nd in being under them. As the $kill of che 
'Pilot is more m2gnified, that he ſteers the Veſſel ſteady in a ſtorm, 
ſo is the power, wiſdom, and faithfulneſs of Chriſt more glori. 
ous, that he could ſecure his Church under ſuch barbarous Ty- 
rants. 

How utterly inexcuſable then are we, who being polited under 
more favourable circumſtances, inſtead of praiting God for gra- 
cions Princes, are murmuring at them upon any little trip, or wry 
ſtep that they make or take, and perhaps are firſt creating 
Cauſes ro murmur at, and then juſtifying our murmurings by thoſe 
imaginary cauſes; who inſtead of praiſing God for chem, are 
courting them, and that nor in the Bed-chamber, bur the open 
ſtreets; being uneaſie under their Scepters, and rendring them un- 
exſy upon the Thronez and inſtead of ſtrengthning their hands 
222inſt the common enemy, are weakening them, either to op- 
poſe their Enemies, or protect their Loyal SubjeRts. 

I would willingly hope, that there are not many of this bran 

and leaven amongſt us, conſiderable eicher for numbers, for 
- power, or intereſt ; eſpecially ſince ſuch vaſt carongs of them have 
of late been converted ; converted I ſay, to their own ſecular in- 
tereſt, perhaps to the Kings z tho whether really converted to 
God, their own inconſiſtent converſations give us ſome cauſe to 
doubt. I beak of thoſe Secular and Srate-converts, of whom his 
Maieſties Victories in re/and converted thouſands, his lace Syc- 
ceſſes in Flanders ten thouſands ; and Non-jurors are Converted to 
arors 3 tho happier it had been for them, if of 'Swearers, they 
bs been Non-{wearers, and learned to» fear an Oich. Oar mil. 
chief rhen is, that all theſe State Proſelytes vpon the leaſt tempca- 
tion il become Apoſtates. 
That whichwill employ the remainder of my time muſt be to 
enqui:e 

-. What matter of prayer Providence hs :fforded us to offer 
5 *0 God for the King, andall that are in Authority ? 

» What reaſons we have to return thanks co God for our King, 
nd choſe thatare in Authority ? 

;. \Wharought to be the frame and temper of our hearts, while 

/© re praifing God for them. . 

{n all which 1 will enleavour to evidence, that when we are 
act homH'e in our Prayers,yet (till we may find cauſe of ThankC 
'vin7 : anJ when we are raiſed and enlarged in our Praiſes, yet 
ve {41g} aot want cauſe to lie low at the footſtoo), and look up 

to 
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to the throne in moſt earneſt ſupplications upon their account . 


Let us then narrowly enquire what matter of Prayer Providence 
bay afforded us, to offer up for our King, and ail that are in Au- 
ehority» 

$ x. The firſt thing that recommends itſelf to us, is; that God 
will, yet more abundancly, pour uPon our King the ſpirit of go- 
vernment, that he may ſo govern the people, whom God, and 
their own choice, have committed to his charge 3 that he may 
give his account with joy. 2 Chron, 1. 7. God gave Solomon his 
Option, Ak what -I ſhall give thee! Alirge Charter! And the 
ſame God that gave him his choice, gave him wildom to chule, 
Thus he anſwers, v. lo. Give me now wiſd1m and knowledge, that 1 
may go ont and come in before this people 3 for who can judge this thy peo-+ 
ple which i ſo great ? In which choice he diſcovered, that he was 
already polſeiled of mach of that wiſdom that he aske of God : 
For 1. It was a wile conſideration, that he lookt upon the people 
to be the Lords people ; more the Lords than his. He durſt not 
therefore arrogate any (uch propriety in them, or ſuch dominion 
over them, as might prejudice Gods title to them, or difleize God 
of his Soveraignty over tnem. Ut « thy People, 2. It was a wiſe 
chought, that a great people are better governed by wiſdom and 
prudence than force : A principle, which could he have infuſed 
into the thick skull of Rehwoar, he had ſaved him the ten Tribes, 
which his own rath folly reat from him. 3.He was wiſe,that he un- 
derſtood that it muſt be the wiſdom that comes from above, that 
is pure, and of an ztcherial temper, like the fire that came down 
upon the Altar, that would prove the true wiſdom to rule Gods 
people : when all concluſions have been tried, all experiments 
made, yet it will be found that Piery is the beſt Policy. 

Now this Prayer of Solomon was (o acceptable to God, that he 
gives him both that he asked, and thar he asked not, v.11, Be- 
cauſe this was in thy heart , and thou hat not asked riches, wealth, or 
honour, nor the lives of thine enemies, neitver yet hat acked long life, but 
haſt asked knowleage for thy ſelf, that thin mayeſt judge my people over 
whom I have made thee King 5 wiſdom and ku wleage is granted thee, and 
1 will give thee riches, wealth, and hmonr, &c 

1, Let us iherefore caraeltly pray. chat God would grant to over 
King, and in their proportion ©o all his Miniſters, a large meaſure 
of the Fear of the Lord, that it may be the foundation of all his 
Counſels, all bis Adminiitrations, a:l lis Undertakings 
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David and Solomon both agreed in this maxim, P/al. 111, 10. 
Prov. 9. 10. That the fear of the Lord # the beginning of wiſaom : And 

tho David in ſome few inſtances had departed from bis own 
avowed Role, yer when he came to die, ana look death in the 
tce, and to-anſuk his Coolcience for the errors of his reign, he 
f ecly JOIOES tDY thts £; th) PS. 23.3 The God of Iſ-ael ſaid, 
tie Rock of 1[rael ſpit is me t he that ruleth over men muſt be juſt, rus 
{ing 1s the fear of 6A, Ana itt © rd Telus (hriſt himſelf, [oO 
who. 1 al power was given in haven and earth, Mat, 28, under whoſe 
f-ct the father hath put all things: andgiven h'm to be head over all things 
« the Charchs Yet was he to be qualified for the executing of that 
ret truſt, with the ſpirit of wiſdom, and with a quick underſtanding 
in the fear of the Lord, Iſa. *1, 2,3" 

Ai not only is this qualification neceſſary for our King, but 
for a'l that-are in Authori-y : This was the re:ſon of that excellent 
advice even by fethro to Moſes, Exod. 18.21, Provide ont of all the 
"me able men, ſuch as fear God, men of truth, hating covetouſ- 
Wels. 

2. Let vs further pray that God would endue our King and his 
Miniſters, with the ſpirit of wiſdom and underſtanding, the ſpirit of 
counſel and might, the ſpirit of knowledge, that they may not juage by the 
fight of their eyes, nor reprove by the hearing of the ears : which, as it 
was promis'd and given to our bleſſed Saviour, 7/a, 11. 2. and 
that without meaſure, oh. 3. 34+ So has he the reſidue of the Spirit 
fo diſpence to all thoſe whom he has placed in publick ſtations, 
that they may anſwer the ends of government : Then may we 
proznoſticate and promiſe to our ſelves happy days, and our 
{elves to be a happy people z when all that are in Authority, 
{hail not hearkea to the infinuations of Sycophants, nor lend an 
ear to falſe Accuſers, nor liſten to the whiſpers of offered Bribes to 
pervert jucginent, and to blind their eyes, but ſhall adminiſter 
impartial juſticez conſider the cauſe, and not reſpet perſons ; 
when Juſtice ſhall run down like a ſtream, and Righteouſneſs like 
a wi;hry flood ; when the oppreſled ſhall berelieved, the Orphan 
and the faiherleſs vindicated. 

Nor do we wart matter of Thankſgiving upon this account 
when we ſeriouſly conſider how the Courtsof Judicature are filled 
with pet ſons of great Learning and Knowledge in the Laws of 
the Lind, and above all with men of great Integrity in the admi- 
nit;ation ; ſuch as fear not the faces of the mighty, ſuch as no 
i:ripes can corrupt 3 and when we have ſeen of late a notable -— 
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ample made of one, that withour any temptation, but of his 
covetous heart, dared to receive a Bribe, under the colour of a 
Gratuity, to betray his truſt, aad pervert juſtice and judgment in 
the Fountain. 

$ 2, It will be proper matter for our Prayers too, that God 
would {1ngle our and beſtaw upon our King, wiſe and fair ify! 
Connlellors, ſuch as ſto99d before Solomon ; not the green heads, 
2nd unexperienced rath young men, that ſoothed up Rehoboam to 
his own ruine. 

And as we have matter for Prayer, fo for Thankſgiving too, 
that God has blefled the King with wiſe Senators, who confi- 
dering the preſent necethities unJer which his Majeſty now is, have 
ſupported him with great indeed, but abſolacely neceflary Sup- 
plies : They judged in their great wiiddoms, that it was better to 
breathe a vein, than to cat off the h?ad; to prune the tree, and 
lop off ſome uſefal branches, than to have ir cur up by the roots : 
That it's better we thould complain once than always. Ir was 
wiſely conſidered, that ic was more eligible at any rates to keep 
the War at a diſtance in foreign parts, than by unſeaſ-nable ſpa- 
ring to invite it to our own doors, nay into our own bowels. 
Thelittle finger of a foreign Enemy invading, had been heavier 
than the loyns of our Repreſentatives. 

And let us heartily and chearfully praiſe our God, that our 
coſt has not been in vain; nor let us ever grudge, that ſomething 
of the lading is thrown over-board to fave the Veſlel, in which 
all our moſt precious concerns civil and religious ate im- 
barked. 

S 3. Letus again ſend up our moſt exrneſt ſupplications, chat 
God would preſerve the life of his Majef'y : It was ind--1 tome - 
what a rude Remonſtrance that the Army m2de to D.mid, 2 S1m. 
18. 3. Thon ſhalt not go forthto battlz 4 and yet there w.s love 2t 
the bottom, loyalty and fdelity in the ruden2ts, and rhe reaſon 
of it, Thou art worth ten thouſand of as. It fer, D.mid vreferred 
loyal rudenets to fievniag treachery. The Life of onr King is an 
invaluable mercy ; bur yet if afcer th2 Petitions of Lovds and 
Commons, ani the many from 2il parts of three Ki-gdoms, 
humbly beſeeching him to take care of his royal perſon, the 
King his ſeen ciuſe, by an anparallelled ex2mple of courage, to 
inſpire his Army wit'. 49 extraorcinary ſpirit of v3}our : what 
reaſon have ive ro Lefi-ge He ven, to wreſt'e with the Almighty 
for the preſervation of the life - —_— expoled abroad lor 
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our ſecurity at home ; when Joſhua was engaged againſt Amalek 
inthe field, 2oſes with Aaron and Hur were ftriviog with God 
in the Mount ; weil knowing the ready way to prevail over the 
enemy in battle, is firſt ro prevail with Ged in prayer. 

Let us therefore repeat our prayers 3 That God would compaſs him 
him with hs favour as with a ſpeild, Plal, 5. 12. That God would bind 
up his ſoul in the bunale of life with the Lord his God, but the ſouls of his 
enemies he would ſling out, as from the middle of a ſling, 1 Sam. 25. 
29, 
And in this particu!ar how mercifully has God prevented our 
prayers? Before we called God has anſwered us 5, and while we were yet 
ſpeaking God did hear, Iſa. 65. 24- 

Let us therefore cc tiverr this great mercy into Thankſgiving, 
and that Thankſgiving into Prayer, that both may run in a 
mon circle which knows no beginning, and knows no 
end. 

S$ 4. We havegreat cauſe to pray, that God would bleſs our 
King with a loyal, quiet people,diſpoſed to obedience. The ſame 
power that Fills the noiſe of the Sea, muſt alſo ſtill the tumult of the 
People, Plal. 85. 7, Andthe Pſalmiſt, who underſtood this ſecret 
of government with an admiring heart, bleſſed God, P/al» 1 44. 1, 
2, not only that he had raught ha hands to war and hu fingers to fight, 
but that he /abaued his People nnder him. The waters would be 
always ſmooth, if the unruly winds did not ruffle them into 
billows : And the multicude love their eaſe ſo well, that they 
would enjoy the {weets of peace with contentment, did not ſome 
polirick Achitophels ferment the humour, and then influence them 
ro diſorders; firſt throw in a ſpark of diſcontent, and then blow 
it up itito flames of Mutinies and Rebellions, An evidence that 
government is of God, who compoſes the minds of ſo many mil- 
lions to a calm ſubmiſſion and willing obedience to one man. 

Ler it be here remembred, that God has given our King a 
people, who tho they may ſometimes be practiſed upon to run 
into uproars, yet Loyalty is fo inlaid in their tempers, and an- 
nealed to their ſouls, that the ſecret enemies of our King and 
Peacecouid never yet make their earnings out of them : They 
are like the Weſt Wind, that for a while may be troubleſome, bur 
commonly goes to bed at night z mutable indeed like the Moon, 
yer as they know the time of rifing, yet they know their going 
down. Thoſe commotions, which in ſome popular States would 
overturn, have amoneſt us hardly ſhaken the Government 3 = 
what 
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what has been elſewhere an Earthquake, we have ſcarcely felt fo 
much as a Trembling. 

Nay, ve have great cauſe to joyn our Thankſgiving with our 
Prayer, thar he has converted our danger into our ſecurity ; that 
he has m2de the people not the terror of the governmen:s, but of 
Ks enemies : And what was once the preſervation of Chriſt, is 
now of the King z ſome il] men have an ill and envious eye upon 
the Throne, but they fear the people. 

$ 5. Let us continue our Prayers, that the Reign of his Majeſty 
may not be famous ro after ages by any notable judgment ; that 
no devouring fires, deſo]ating peſtilence, bloody maſlicres, ruin- 
ing earthquakes, or inundation, may fignalize his government to 
poſterity. 

It was a Speech becoming the Monſter Calign/a, who hezvily 

complained of the unhappineſs of his Reign, that ic was not 
marked with any notable calamities ; as if a greater Plague could 
have befallcn che Empire than himſelf. 
Wee have had ſome of our late Reigns that have fallen under 
another charaRerz rhe Maſlacre in Ire/ard, the Civil Wars in 
England, the dreadful Fire of Lond, and the horrid Plagne that 
uſhered it, will ſecurethem againſt an inglorious Record in our 
Chronicles for ever. 

But let us bleſs that merciful Providence, that has hitherto 
preſerved the preſent government from being known in Hiſtory 
by ſuch tokens of divine wrath and vengeance ; and again pray, 
that a firm peace, ſanRified plenty, proſperous trade, and uni- 
verſal proſperity, may be the glory of it; and thatthe black brand 
of univerſal debauchery, which ſtigmatized the former age, may 
be worn out in this, by a bleſſed Reformation. 

$ 6, Let us affociate our Prayers, that the God of Peace, who 
makes men to be of one mind in one houſe, would continue, 
and encreaſe that good underſtanding that has hitherto been 
between the King and his People z 2nd let nor evil men be able 
to foment jealouſies between them,” to weaken our hands 2t 
_ that our enemies may have the eaſier wotk to deſtroy us 
abroad: 

There are a ſort of wretched tools, that are always whiſpering 
in the ears of Princes, that the Peoples Privileges and Franchiſes 
will undermine and blow up the Royal Prerogativez and then 
fly-blowing the Peoples Heacs, that Prerogative will eat up 


the Peoples Liberties and Properties Now this being a tender 
Poinf,. 
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point, wherein each is infinitely jealous, produces a continuzl 
partying, and fencing, and counterworking between them : 
for where the Sea is eating and working into the ſhore, the 
maritime People- will be raiſing Mounds and Piles not only 
to ſecure themſelves that they loſe no more, but by way of 
- encroaching upon the Main for what they have 
0 . 

But ler all chat wiſh well co the King and his People pray, 
and add all juſt endeavours to their Prayers, that no perverſe 
ſpirit may mix ic ſelf with their reſpective intereſts, no jealouſfies 
creep into their counſels, but that they may mutually conſpire for 
the publick welfare, 

I have read of the meeting of two poor men, the one blind, 
the other lame ; the 4/in4 man had good /imbs, the lame had good 
gzes. . It was mutually agreed that the blind man ſhould carry the 
lame upon his ſhoulders; and thas che lame man was eyes to the 
blind, the blind was limbs to the lame. I'll venture to ap- 
ply it: The people have ſtrength, but they want conduct 5 our 
governours have conduct, bur they want the peoples ſtrength : 
Be it agreed, that we lend the King all our power, and that he 
govern us with his wiſdom and skill, 


Arceptts oculis, prebuit Ille pedes, 


Surely we have great reaſon to bleſs our God upon this head ; 
that God has graciouſly preſerved. a mutual confidence between 
the King and his people 3 that they who have ſought occaſions 
for our diſturbance upon this ſubje&t, have found none; that 
wicked men have been unſucceſsful in their infinuarions ; that the 
tares they have ſown have yielded 'em no harveſt. 

$ 7. Let us yet pray and not faint, and pour out our foals 
in {applications to the Almighty, the Lord of Hoſts, the God 
of Battel, that his Majeſties forces by Sea and Lznd may be 
crowned with glorious f{ucceis; that he may at length recace 
to Reſon that mighty Nimrod, who has taught us what we may 
expect trom his prevailing Arms, by the treatment he has given 
to his own too Loyal Subje&ts. Thar Monatch is of the narie 
of fluid bodies ; que difficulter ſuis, facile alients termints continenny : 
If then his own temper will not reſtrain him, let God fend on a 
powerful hand that can. 


Let 
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Let us therefore pray, that the end of this bloody and expen- 
five War niay be an honourable and juſt Peacez in which the 
Intereſt of the A'lies may be ſecured, the Intereſt of our own 
Nation in Trade recovered, the Dominion of the Seas vindicated : 
buc God deliver us from a Peace paichr up of plauſible expedients ; 
palliated with fair pretences, to cover the enemies ſecret pur= 
poles to violate it, when he hzs tilled his empty Coffers; when 
he has recruited his exhauſted ſtrength by raking breach, to build 
his Alliances upon th2 ruines of the difſolved Confederacy 
which like aa old Uliccr ill healed, and skin'd over, waits only a 
flattering juncture to break our 2gain, with more threatang 
{ymptomes ; Bur ler our Prayer and Peace be that of Hezekiah, 
Ia. 39- 8. Ge0d i the word of the Lord, for he ſaid, there ſhall be peace 
and truth in my d4y7 Nor do we wane matter of thankſgiving for 
the ſucceſ:ful and hopeful iflue of this Summers Campaien : 
Wherein the late boaſted invincible Prince is proved to be 
conquerable 3 and as we hope, ſo we pray, that this may be but 
an earneſt of what God will further do for a Repenting, Re- 
forming, Praying and Thankful People. 

S8, Laſtly, Let us keep up our Prayers in vigor, that God 
will make our King a glorious inſtrument in the hand of his gra- 
cious power to ſuppreſs that daring wickedneſs, that impudent 
profaneneſs, which the Enemy ſowed, warer'd, and gave in- 
creaſe to, in the late Reigns of unhappy memory : Thar, ac 
leaſt, iniquity may ſtop its mouth, and hide its deformed face, 
that deeds of darkneſs may not defie the Sun ; that if men will 
fin, they may however creep into thoſe corners, whither they had 
once driven much of Religion. 

We muſt confeſs and lament that we have fins enow in the 
Armies to rout them without an Enemy ; Sins enow in the Fleers 
to fink them without a Tempeſt, and fins enow on ſhoar to 
make us like to Sodom and Gomorrha ; but the more need we 
have to beleech heaven that he would not deal with us after our 
fins, nor reward us according to our iniquities: And that he 
would put upon our King the Honour of the famous Herewles, 
who cleanſed the Augean Stables, with turning the ſtream of 
the River through it; a labour juſtly numbred amongſt the 
twelve. 

We look upon his Majeſty as bearing a double Sword, that 
of War, and that of 7»ftice ; we pray that he may bear neither in 
vain : 


vain: We have ſeen how wiſely and ſtrongly he has wielded 
the former; we now pray for a Peace, that he may have a 
Theatre whereon to wield the other: And when God ſhall 
command him co theath that of War, be will invite him to 
draw the other: To defend the innocent, to plead the cauſe 
of the Orphan and Widowz and to puniſh thoſe wretches 
n_ eft:ontery has dared both the Sword of God and the 
ing. 

We 2re rexdy to wonder what temptations theſe vile ones can 
4 pretend to their abominations : The cheap (wearer (el!s his ſoul 
for nothing : The blaſphemer makes bold to defile the ſacred 
nine of God with his ughaliowed lips ; and what wrong has his 
Creacor done him ? The profaſe drunkard (els his health for a 
plezſure that perithes in the ufing, 

And here we wouid gladly ftind more matter of thankſgiving, 
for what our King, and thoſe in authority under lim, have done 
to vindicite the name of God again{t cheſs Agreſſlors: We 
thankfally own that ſome Remedies have bzen preſcribed and 
2pplied, but flight medicines d-» bar i ritate the diſeaſe : ſome 
good Laws we have, and ſo.ne P:oclamations for their execution, 
againſt the Profanation of the Lords day, againſt Curling and 
| Swearing; but ſeeing execarion is the life of the Law, wichout 
f which the Law is but a dead Lz=trer; and that there are fo few 
þ men of Cour:ge, z231lous for the glory of God, and the repute 

of our holy Religion, to give life ro thoſe L1iws by an imoartial 
execution; there is work till for earneſt Prayer, that God 
woulJ take the work into his own hind, and efftet that by the 
Sword of his Mouth, which the Aonth of the Sword Cannvr, or they 
char manaye it will nor. 
Forget we not however to return cur humble thanks to God, 
who has ſtirred up ſome from the Pre(s and Palopit to bear their 
. teſtimony againſt che Iniquity of the day and for thoſe zealous 
Magiſtrates, eſpecially in the City of London, who have dared 
to poaith, where any have dared to offend, and have been zea- 
!ous for the honour of God, agiinſt all che diſcouragements they 
have enconnrred in the way of their Duty. 

(2.) Proceed we now to our Second Inquiry; What proper matter 

for thankſgiving ro God we can find on the behalf of the King, and thoſe that 


are in authoritys 
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$ r. And firſt let us begin our thanks to God, that he has gi- 
ven us ſuch a Prince to govern us : A mercy for which we could 
neither pretend merit, nor meetneſs: A Prince that can ſhew 
that Title in reality, which ſome others had only in formality, 
our own deliberate conſent and free choice. I know, Succeſſion 
in the right line has made a mighty noiſe amongſt us ; bat ſurely 
ra:ional creatures have their reaſon allotred chem to know, and 
chuſe what's beſt for themſelves, or let them quit their pretended 
ſuperiority above che brures. And if there be any ſuch thing, 
the Election of the People gives the cleareſt Fs Divinum, both 
tothe kind or form of governmear, and the perſon that mult ſup- 
port and adminiſter ir. 

Deut. 17.15. That ſhalt in any wiſe ſet him over thee whom the 
Lord thy God ſhall chuſe,, Where we cannot but obſerve, 1. The 
att of che People. Serting a King over them. And this 2. In 
purſuance of the a& of God, chufing or pointing out the perſon, 
whom the People ought to ſet up. 

Now this manifeſtation of Gods choice, in either is a way 
extraordinary, and thus he pointed to David, as thz perſon 
whom in due ſeaſon the People were to ſer over themſelves. 
For tho God had deſigned the perſon, and anointed him by 
Samuel, in token of that Degnation, yer the Right of the Peo- 
ple was lefc entire unto them, 2 Sam. 3. 4. The men of Judah 
came, and there they anointed David King over the houſe of 7udah, 
Which Title as David owned, fo he afferts, pleads, and ad- 
heres to it in his controverſy with the houſe of Sax!, v. 7, The 
houſe of 7udah have anointed me King over them. And there's 
no doubt but if a People wanted a King, they would thank- 
fully own the condelcention of God, that he would dire& them 
to a fit perſon whom they might advance to the Throne. 

But in ordinary caſes, when we cannot expet an immediate 
Revelation to determine the point, we muſt 15k upon the per. 
ſon to be of the divine Defgnation, whom.all circumſtances con- 
fidered, God has qualified for government in general, and a- 
dapted to the genius, and temper of the Naticn in particular, 
over whom he is to reign: Now what could he more articu- 
lately che voice of God in our ce than this : He was a Prince 
and Proteſtant born, ſuch 2 cons the Nation groaned for; train'd 
vp a War from his youth ; a 2 one we winted, to revive 
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the Military Courage of the Nation, almoſt choaked with luxu- 
ry and riot, through rhe effeminacy of the two laſt reigns 3 one 
whoſe Intereſt led him to efpouſe the betrayed Cauſe and Inte- 
reſt of the Land, againſt a haughty Prince, who had (wallow'd 
up a conliderable part of Exrope, and daily gap'd to devour the 
reſt : Now i: being clear that we wanted a Prince, and as clear 
that we wanted ſuch a Prince, and ſtill as clear that God offered 
us ſuch a one as we wanted, what could the Nation do in their 
_ Convention, but ſet up ſuch a one as the Lord did 
chooſe. 

Ler us therefore return our thanks to our God, who graciouſly 
offered ; who diſpoſed the hearts of the people unanimouſly 
to accept the offer of God, and then ſo powerfully inclined 
the Princes heart to accept our offer 3; tho he foreſaw the Crown 
of England was alternately flowred with Lillies and Croſſesz and 
he that would wear our Crown of Gold, muſt alſo wear one of 
Thorns. 

But as we have canſe of Praiſe, fo have we of Prayer too. 
In the grand Charter of 1/7ae! to fer a King over them, there are 
ſome ſpecial clauſes to which both King and People will do well 
tO attend. 

I. That the perſon whom they ſhould ſer over them, be one of 
their Brethren, V. 15. Thou mayſt not ſet a ſtranger over thee» To 
this Proviſo our Convention had a religious reſpe& ; judging 
him that is of a ſtrange Religion, that has eſpouſed a foreign intoreſt, 
and il:ofe heart is an Alien to the good and proſperity of the 
People, and who had introduced a foreign power, to be really a 

ranger, tho locally born within the Kingc.om; and him that 
ſhall own the Cauſe of our Religion, the true Intereſt of che Peg 
ple, to be a Denizon, tho he had been born in the remoreſt parts 
of the earth. 

2. We have here a Law preſcribed to the King himſelf, v, 18. 
That when he ſits upon the throne of the kingdom, he (hall write him 4 
Copy of this Law in a Bock; and it ſhall be with him, and he ſhall read 
therein all the days of hus life, that he may learn to fear the Lora his 
God; tokeep all the words of this Law that hus heart be not lifted 
vp above bus brethren He muſt (till remember, rhat as the people 
ave lifred him up above them, yer he is under God (till, 
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Regum timendorun in propri2s Greger, 
Reg: in ipſos Imperiam eſt Fovis, 


This Law of the Lord in which the King is commanded to rezd. 
and walk,:ftords us a Diſtintion which ſome men tinctured with 
an arbitrary ſpirit, either will not unJerſtind, or would con- 
ſound. 1. Thete is the Law of all Kinzs, 2. The way of ſome 
Kinvs. 

I. There is the Law of all Kings ; or that L1w which the Kine 
of Kings has preſcribed (uboroinace Kings to govern themſelves, 
and their people by : Thar they truit in God, and not to an 
arm of fleſh; that they make th? Ward of God their Rule; 
that their hearts be not lifted up above theix brethren» And unto 
this divine Law we pray ch12t our King, that all Kinzs, and ail 
that are in Authority may 2ive deference. 

2, Theres the way of ſome Kings 3 not that in which they oughr 
to walk, but which ſome of chem, too many, are perſuaded to 
cread, 1 Sim. 8. tr, This will be the manner of your King, &c., Not 
what righ:eouſly he o1ght to bz, bur what eventually may 

Bleſſed therefore be our G5d, that we have known Laws,that we 
know what we may ex92t from our King; that he knows what 
he may exp2& from 1s, char there may bz a murual conhdence 
berween us ; chat the King break not in upon our Properties, 
that we break nor in upon his Regaliries 3 that the Laws of che 
Land we to determine and arhicrve all matters berween as ; that 
the King inay rule, and we obey. in the Fear of the Lords and 
God, even our God, ſhall give us his bieſſing. 


S 2, T.*r our moſt enlarged Praiſes be offzred unto God on 
the Kings benalf, that in the midit of thoie many dangers to 
wich he his been expoſed, yer the Divinz Providence has 
w1'Ccht 9ver his ozrfon. Ballets are impatial thinos 3 the Sword 
deu's one as well u aother; the Canon is no Refpe&er of 
perſ1n03: and ver, whea many have fallen on his right hand, 
many onthe lefr, the faral Rtroke has noaz coins nizh him, 

W 2 cant forget what 2 wound God gave us. this laſt year, in 
the perſon of our mot excellent, moſt gracious Queen : none 
can touch that cteader point but oar wounds bleed afreſh, Tears 
D 2 may 
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may be wiped from our eyes, but the Fountain flows grief to 
this dayz we cannot refle& upon that dreadful ſtroke which 
aſtoniſht three Kingdoms, bur our hearts tremble at the choughtr, 
that if the blow had been repeated in the perſon of his Majeſty, 
22d our wound opened before it was well healed, we muſt have 
bled to death, 

Bleſs we God therefore, that Providence in preſerving our 
King, has not preſerved only three Kingdoms, but almoſt all 
Europe» And let us mingle our Prayers with our Thank(givings, 
thac the ſame watchful and faichful eye of Providence would 
ſaperintend his perſon ſtill, chat Praiſes may ſacceed Prayers, and 
Prayers follow Praiſes in an uninterrupted ſucceſſion, which that 
the one may be ſucceſsful, and the other acceptable, let us be ad- 
viſed that we mix not our ſins with either. 


$ 3. We have ſpecial matter of Thankſgiving adminiſtred to 
gs, that God has attended the Arms of. the Confederates with 
unexpected, ſure with undeſerved (ſucceſlcs, this Summer . This 
1, the duty of the Text, and of the Day; which we have the 
more reaſcn to adinire, and recogniz?, in that the word and 
and works of God have had ſuch lean fucceſs upon our hearts, 
and lives at home: we may well wonder that th? Kings Sword 
ſhould cut ſo deep in the field, when the Sword of God does (0 
little execution upon our luſts; would we He perſuaded to lay 
down our Arms and ſubmit zo God, how ſoon would our ene- 
mies weapons drop out of their hands, and they be found pro- 
ſtra'e at our feet. 

Upon what confidence is it, that we who ſo deſperately fight 
againſt God, ſhould hope to prevail over our enemies. Are 
we fo vain as to think our (z:lves fit micches for Heaven and 
Earth ? Ic had been our wiſd»m, when grappling with o potent 
an enemy, to have made qur Peace with the Almighty! Do we 
provoke the Lord to jealonſy, are we ſtronger than he > Let us there- 
fore before we enter upon further a&ts of hoſtility, hearken to 
the Advice of our Saviour, Luk. 14. 3'. to deliberite and con* 
{alr, whether we ave able with our ten thouſands of fins, to meet bim, 
who can meet us with twenty thouſands of juagments; and if not, to 
fend Emb' fſ:dcrs of Peace, or rather to cloſe with thoſe over- 


tures, which he by his own Embaſladors of Peace has offered 
unto Us, 


But 
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But let us join our Supplicarions to our Thankſgivings, that 
the grace of God may urn us from our iniquities, that God 
may turn fron his juſt diſpleaſure, and that we repenting of the 
evil of fin, he may alſo of che evil of puniſhmeac, which he hath 
threatned, and we have delerved, 


$ 4. We have yer plenteous matter to fill up and furniſh our 
Thankſgivings, that we could fit at home, every man under 
his own vine and fig-rree, eating the good of tte Land, when 
our Lord the King, with his Nobles and Cmmanders were in 
Tents, I am afiaid, we have nor du y weighed the M-:cy, 
that our Native Country has not been made +he fea of Wer, 
which tho it has been ſupported with the Nations Vuiſe, v-r 
not at the coſt of our Blood. God and the King have k: pt ie 
War from our doors. The cruel enemy dues not Loro i in 
our houſes. We live out of the nnife of che Cannon, «ie 
ſound of the Trumper, the groans of che Dving. Our Cities 
are not firſt plundered, and rben fired. The enemy has uot 
reaped what we fowed. Our Virgins are not torn from under 
the Wings of their t-nder Parents; our Wives fron the Arms 
of their beloved Husbands. How little &mpreftion has this 
made upon our hearts, if a Mercy of ſo great impor: 1nce 
eſcapes our moſt ſerious Conlideration, our higheſt Thaak(- 

wing. 

y I have obſerved, when the iſſues of 2ff:irs upon the Wheel 
were dubious, how i:nparieat we were, how fretful that we 
could no ſooner hear the Events of Sieges, Bittles ; when had 
we had underſtood our ſelves, we had more realon to admire 
the diſpoſal of wiſe Providence, that theſe matters were tranſ- 
a&Red at ſuch a diſtance, that we could be informed no ſo«ner. 
Had this War been actec upon the bloody Theater of our Na- 
tive Country, cur o«n eyes would have been che Exprefles to 
tell of the burning of Towns, our ears the Intellizencers, that 
would ſoon have brought the tidings, chat our Country was laid 
waſte and deſolate. 

And new ler fervent Prayers accompany our Praifes, that 
our baſe ingratitude, our ſordid murmurings, may not bring 
this War over Seas, to avenge the quarrel of provoked good- 
neſs upon us 3 we who have ro more ſympathized with our 
Brethren and fellow Subjects, that bave hozarded or haiku 
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their Lives to keep Fire and Sword at a diſtance from us, 


may juſtly be taught at dearer rate, to prize that Mercy, when 
God (all his for Armies of enemies to invade the Land of our 


Ss, Proceed we to yet further cauſe of Thankſgivins to 
Go9, that has made our IKing his Servant in delivering us from 
thoſe Twin-plagues of Pepery and Slavery, and therefore co we 
offer to him the Twin: duties of Prayer and Praiſe. 


iay we never imitate the 17aelites who cried importunate- 
ly for Mercies one day, which they ſcornfully threw away 
the next. We cannot but remember, ſure I am Gog te- 
members, how we ſighed, and groaned under the app:ehentions 
of Papal Tyranny; how we faſted, how we prayed, chat Go. 
world prevent what we feared, divert what threatned us, and 
remove what we felt, with prodigal vows what we would be, 
what we would do, what we would return, if God would Celt 
ver, and fave us that one time» 


As Iſrael was mn a wretched frame to praiſe God for 
Manna, whea they were murmuring, and longing again for the 
Fleſh-pots of Egypt; in ſuch a forty caſe are we to bleſs God 
for our Deliverances, when we are <1; npon our old 
Bondage, and have forgot the evils we were tr»ed from, the 
ends we were delivered for, and the preicac treedum we are de- 
livered unto. 


Awoke therefore, and watch unto Prayer, that or abuſe of 
M rcy m'y not inccafe our God, to {cz- hit into This hands 


 C2nile, which they aovie to fiphe and quarrel, cr 
at lez%:d.; tor (port and 3 12y by. How e::;'y can 2 proveked 
_ % ; } . z 

God tufy; the V nee! upon us again 3 ard ive we would not 
ſerve Ged ir H0erry 2nd ptenty of ali tings, conftrainus to ſerve 
ON! Enemics in bondage, uncer the wi ant of all things, 


s 6. We have infinite matter of Thankſgiving to Cod, but [ 
will refreſh your Memories with ons more. Let our Souls 
and 
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and all that it within us bleſs his Name, that under his Majeſties 
benign and tender government we may be as holy as we will, 
we may pray in our Fanilies, worihip our God in our Congre- 
gations, reform our own perſons, and none diſt irbs as, none 
m3kess us afraid, Who hinders our Religious oblervation of the 
Lords day? Who pertecutes us for ating, walking, wor- 
ſhipping according to our Conlciences, provided our Con- 
ſciences be inſti ucted, and guided by the word of God. 


The King has broken the rod of the oppreſſo: 3 it lies no 
longer upon the lot of the righteous, as a preſſing remprati- 
On to put forth their hand co 1niqutity. Tne fury of the 
violent man is reſt:ai:zeds the prey pluck: o4t of the Teerh 
of wry Lyon; ia ihvtcy the {nare is brolten, and we ace deli- 
VEIEO, 


Bat yet we have cauſe to pray, that Men may not be 25 
wicked as they will; that the ſwiniſh Drunkard , the vain 
Swearer, the impudent Blaſphemer, che Sabbach breaker and 
filthy Adulterer may be reſtrained and athamed; and that 
at leaſt it may be as Criminal to be Atrheiſticil and Irre- 
ligious, as it has ſometimes bee: repated to (erve and worthip 
God the Father, through the Son, by the Spitit. 


I have now diſpatcht my two firſt enquiries : It re- 
mains, 


( 3.) That we enquire, What ought to be the frame of cur heavts 
whilſt we are making ſupplications, prayers, interceſſions, and giving of 
thanks for Kings and all that are in authority ? For ſatisia&tion in this 
pon I mutt only leave thele few DireRions, and then Con- 
C1QQE. © 


Direion 1, Conſcienciouſly beware that we pull Rot down, 
by prof:ning the Lords day, all that ve build up by a Thank 
giving dayz we have cauſe to fexr, leſt we provoke God 
more thin we praiſe him : Praiſe him in words, and diſho- 
nour him in our wor-:'s. As God expoſtulated «ith his Peo- 
ple when they were Faſting, Iſa. 58. 5+ 1: ir ſuch a Faſt that I have 
choſen? May he not plead with us; 1s this ſuch a Thankſgiving- 
any 
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( 32 ) 
day as I have choſen 4 Let us fear leſt God make ns keep 

a day of Fafting for cur Gay of Thankſgiving: Profaning 
Gods day is an odd way of praiſing him. I will readily 
grant, 


1. That Thankſgiving is 2 duty proper to the Lords day- 
Nor can we more ſuitably, and ſeaſonably fill up that holy 
day, than with a thankful Commemoration of the trivmphanrt 
Re(urretion of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 5 and let us throw in 
£00, all the particulor Victories, which our Redeemer has won 
ove. ihe Kingdom of Satan, and Antichriſt, 


2, I readily grant, that holy Joy is an individual Companion 
of holy Praiſe, and well ſaited to that holy day. 


3. Nor can it be denied, that ſome ſort of rejoycing, or 
outward (igns, expreſſions, and teſtimonies of the inward 
Toy in God, and Praiſe unto God, are agrezable ro that 
day, and the duties of it; ſach are Pſalms, and Hymns, and 
ſpiritual Songs, ſonging with grace in our hearts unto the Lord, 


Gal. 3. 16, 


4. And there are other lawful expreffions of our joy and 
rejoycing, which the uſage and cuſtom of ſeveral Nations have 
fund our, and applied co this end 53 ſuch as may be Illumi- 
nations, Bone fires, Ringing of Bells, Fireworks , the diſlo- 
ding of Guns, and whatever 0:ther ianocent expreſitons of joy * 
may be in practice. 


5. Bnt yer great care, caution and conſcience, ovglt to be 
apyii:d in the ufing of theſe arbitrary exprefiions of our joy ; 
25 whether they be not inc 1Rent with, and deſtructive of 
the ſolemn wortbip of che Lords day : If they ſhall divert us 
from holy meditation upon that holy word, which we have 
herd up Dn that holy day ; if they (hall interfere with that wor- 
ſhip we 0:ve to God in our Families, and in our more ſecret re» 
Lren tilts, 


6. Th:re are ſome expreſſions of Rejoycing, which upon any 
ot ier Cay be (inful, or become ſo,as they are ordinarily practiſed; 
wherein 


wherein the luſts of men are apparently gratified, excited, and 
inflamed ; and to which no Rules of Moderation weie ever yet 
efteRually preſcribed. 


7. And there are ſome which ſeem to be the contrivance of 
the Devil co advance his Kingdom and Intereſt ; ſuch as drinking 
of Healths ; in which tho ſome critical Divines can divide the 
fin, from the things. in the notion and ſpeculation; yet as 
the cuſtom has obtained upon times of profuſe indulgence to 
rejoycing we ſee that in fact, God is ciſhonoured, the creatures 
are ſhamefully abuſed, the ſouls of men are brutified. 


Let therefore all that fear God be cautious ; our Bonefires 
may kindle ſuch a fieice fre of wrath, that all our tears cannot 
quench ic 3 and whilſt we are rirgiag our Bells fo uaſeaſonably, 
God can make us ring 'em -backwards, Retite we therefore ta 
our Families, and there bleſs acd praiſe God for his great mer- 
Cies, and let us not be partakers of other mens (ins, leſt incenſed 
Juſtice turn our thankſgivings into mournings, and we prepare 
work for days of Humiliation. by, our carnal, vain, and unſan- 
. tied Rejoycings: 


2. Diretiom Let us well underſtand, and keep fixt in our eye; 
the true reaſcns of our thank(ſgivings to God on the behalf of our 
Kings, and all that are in Authorityz and there are two great 
ones mention'd, 


1, That we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, #g4par 4 fou- 
xy bloy, The former word denotes a 1nd diſpoſed to peace, 
compoſedneſs, and reſt 3 for all the world will be tormy without 
us, if we be not of a calm temper within. The other denotes, 
a poſture and ſtate'of things ſecure from diſturbances abroad: Bleſs 
we therefore our God that in any degree we are, and pray that 
we [til] more may be, Delivered out of the hands of our enemies, that 
we may ſerve him without fear all the days of our lives, Luke 1. 74. 
The le(s cauſe we have (laviſhly to fear men, the more reaſon we 
have religiouſly to fear our God. 


2, That this quiet and peaceable life may be ſpent in all gealineſs 
ad honeſty.. The end of a juſt a 1s an honourable Peace 3 oy 
en 
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end of that 'Peace is Godlineſs. Sha!l wwe imake 2 'war with 
heaven, becauſe God -has indulged -us a Peace on :tearth» Are 
we therefore worſe to our God, becauſe he's 'better 'to -us? Do 
we thus requite the Lord ? Peace without godlineſs is but a con- 
federacy 3gainſt the Almighty. As theretere we may 'fic down 
voder our own Vine, lets alfo'fit down under 'the ſhadow 'of 
Chriſt, that his fruic 'may be (weet cous: Let nor therefore our 
Peace, when ever God ſhall reſtote it, .prove the 'Mother -of 
Luxury, Riot, :and Carnal Security, nor the'Nutfe of 1dleneſs ; 
'buc tet it teach us'to live righteouſly, -ſoberly, amd godly in this 
preſent world, Tit-z. 


'3. DirefHon, 'Eet ns endeavour to: get all our :defiverances, all 
"Our miercies (0 rooted. and fixt in our heates, thac our 'praiſes may 
'not'be che work of a'day, but:ithe buſmeſs'df our lives. (It was 
recorded 'as the 'grear reproach of -7/-ael, Pfal..v06-12, 13, They 
ſarg his Praiſes They' ſon forgot *hir Works! "The words refer evi- 
JOE ir 'deliverarice 'at "the 'Red Sea, Ewod.' rg. 1, where, 

te 'the mietcies were” tecent *ard'freth "egpon their minds: 
wegories, they were Tifted up (in 'Prarfes 2c that rate, that'had 
we ſeen and heard them, we muſt have conchuded:their [Rejoy- 
.cings reacht heaven, and would terminate therez and yet they 
Had-ſojouried bor two or threefdays inthe Wikderneſs, -bur the 
fenſe of the' Mercy was worn'out, and: they 'are-murmuring, - re- 
"pinihg, dad provoking their God, Such ' are we'prone cobe ! 
To fing the praiſe of God one day, and curſe "him the next. 
© not becauſe freſher calamities have overtaken us, to 
blit=r#re the ſence, *and-eff:ce rhe jons of 4ate fxlvarions, 
'bur-from a'ftiange frame of  fpirit, ' rhat cools, and dies overthe 
"miercies, ' thar tye-tannor without fpeciz] grace watclranto prayer, 
32nd ptaiſe ohe hour. 


O' pray therefore , thar'rhe '{ſame* God -who' has given ns 
'canſe, would 'affo*give' us hems to” praiſe' him; -and chat iran 
' abiding ſenſe 6f his never failing'goodneſs may live, as well ns 
ſpeak his praiſes for ever. 


- 4+ Direfiion. Whilſt we .are enjoying the comforts of theſe 

falvativns God has'vouchſafed-to'us, - and are”givipg: doe honour 

[fo the inficaſieties which" the Soveraign* Goodneſs —— 
a 
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ſhall uſe in procuring them, let as not rob God of his peculia 
and deſerved glory : Let our King, and all under him, have 
their due, but be ſure that God have his ! How ezfily does Cd 
diſpenſe his favours to thoſe that diligently ſeek him, but {ill 
= reſerves the glory to himſelf, and will nat part with it to ai.0= 
ther. 


Nor can we doubt but that the King, and all that have foughe 
under him, will chearfully join with us whiiſt we pray» 


Pſal. 115+ 1- Not unto a O Loyd, wot wnte us, but unto thy Name 
give glory, for thy Mercy and Truths ſake ! 


Let ittherefore abide upon the imagination of the thoughts of 
all our hearts, to maintain our prayer in vigor for the King and 
all that are in Authority, with 2f-Qionate thankſgivings to the 
God who has ſerved his gracious counſels of them, in workiog 
our deliverance for ns, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable 


life in all godlineſs and honeſty, Amer. 


hn. is. 
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